
Environmental Justice 
in the Great Lakes

The Battle Against the Black Snake: Line 5
Whitney Gravelle, President
Bay Mills Indian Community 



The Issue: Line 5 Dual Pipelines
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Disbonded Coal Tar
and Fiberglass Coating
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Enbridge Energy’s
2018 Anchor Strike

Image Credit: MLive



Enbridge Energy’s
2020 Anchor Strike
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Why did Bay Mills 
get involved? 
• Treaty Rights
• Cultural Resources
• Climate Change
• Environmental Justice
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Active Line 5 Processes
• Line 5 Dual Pipelines

• Bad River Band v. Enbridge Energy
• Enbridge Energy v. State of Michigan
• People of Michigan v. Enbridge Energy
• International Negotiations: 1977 Pipeline Transit Treaty

• Line 5 Tunnel Project
• Case No. U-20763 Michigan Public Service Commission
• Permit 1: Contested Case Petition w/ Environment Great Lakes and Energy Department
• Permit 2: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Section 106 / Cooperating Agency
• Mackinac Straits Corridor Authority 

• Cultural Resource Work
• Tribal Historic Preservation Officers
• Advisory Council on Historic Places
• Bois Blanc Island Township 



Consultation

• Treaty Trust Responsibility
• Executive Orders
• Policies
• Regulations
• Free, Prior, and Informed 

Consent? 



Cooperating 
Agency

• United States Army Corps of 
Engineers 
• National Environmental Policy Act
• National Historic Preservation Act

• NOT Consultation
• Cooperation & Coordination
• Capacity, Responsibilities, and 

Obligations 
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Litigation

• Litigating Party
• Amicus Curiae
• Administrative Procedures
• Building Partnerships
• State of Michigan
• Non-Profits
• Environmental Groups
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• Communication
• Education
• Unity
• Forgiveness 
• Foresight 

Community Engagement



Lessons Learned 

• Purpose & Capacity
• Outcomes & Deliverables
• Roles & Responsibilities
• Cooperation & Collaboration
• Communication & Advocacy



“The arc of the moral 
universe is long, but it bends 

toward justice.” - MLK

Endurance, Steadfast, and Cautious Optimism



C h i  M i i g w e t c h  t o  m y  
a m a z i n g  t e a m :

R e b e c c a  L i e b i n g
A u b r e y  M a c c o u x - L e D u x

B r i a n  W e s o l e k
P a u l a  C a r r i c k  
K a y l a  P e r r o n  

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  R i g h t s  F u n d
E a r t h j u s t i c e
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